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Enhancement of innovation activities in less-favoured regions: case Multipolis
Less-favoured regions are challenging for innovation activities because the amount of innovative intertwined enterprises and experts, i.e. institutional thickness, is low in those regions. However, promoting innovation activities is one the most important regional development policy device for less-favoured regions. For example, the European Union has many innovation promoting programmes for those regions (e.g. RIS, Northern Periphery Programme).

The aim of the study is to discuss how innovation activities are improved in less-favoured regions by policy programmes. The Multipolis network is an example of such a programme. Multipolis is a co-operation network between technology enterprises and regional developers to improve the competitiveness and knowledge-base of technology enterprises in northern Finland and to create new jobs in the high-tech sector. It also intends to expand the technology related expertise and knowledge from the Oulu FUR to elsewhere in northern Finland.

In this research, I first present Finnish national innovation policy and how the less-favoured regions are seen in it. Then I shortly introduce the challenges that Northern Finland face in innovation activities. Finally, I discuss how the key managers of the Multipolis see that the network enhances innovation activities.  
The research is based on central Finnish innovation policy documents and eight thematic interviews of the key management actors of the Multipolis network. The statistics about Northern Finland is used as a background material. 
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