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Collaborative efforts in the development of innovation at the national level have been the subject of discussion among policy makers, entrepreneurs, academics, practitioners and researchers over a decade or so. Such discussion has led to a proliferation of models such as the innovation clusters and national systems of innovation. The focus of these models all work towards developing the innovative capacities of firms within the national, and in some cases regional concentrations. Although some of these models have found practical application in, for example the explosion of science parks and innovation centers of excellences, the exact linkages between and among the differing actors begets a consensus and commonality of purpose. 
The purpose of the proposed presentation is to attempt to dissect the possible areas of solidying existing clusters and systems by defining the exact nature of linkages between the three main actors: government policy, universities and private actors, especially for the development of creative and innovative competencies. The presentation will use the Triple Helix approach to examine the possible avenues for linkages in Finland for providing specific tailor- made training solutions that will enhance the innovation management process i.e. from idea to innovation. The Triple Helix approach was first introduced by Etkowitz and Leydesdorf (1997) in an attempt to explain the nature of innovation networking. In order to explain the observable reorganizations in university-industry-government relations, there is a need to move beyond the notions of ‘national systems of innovation The Triple Helix of university-industry-government relations provides a neo-evolutionary model of the process of innovation It holds the view that in the knowledge economy, universities with entrepreneurial orientation would increasingly see growing demand for knowledge transfer to industry and through government, to society. Using this approach the presentation will focus on the future role of universities in supporting creative industries to transfer knowledge from science driven creativity to industrial application and the future role of policy in guiding this process and subsequently the diffusion of such innovations for societal benefits. Particularly with respect to bridging the gap between scientific research and the commercialization and internationalization of emergent innovations.
The central question in the presentation is: “How can universities, government and private industries work together in developing skills and competencies necessary for successful innovations?”
