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Abstract


This paper introduced how teachers and students at a business college in Taiwan participate in local industries Innovation and carry on research to improve the quality of products. The cooperation originated from “educational-industrial complex” that industries cooperate with the schools in educating students and that it does so at a profit moved a step closer to reality. Since 1987 academic stuff started to participate in workshops hosted by industries. In 2002 the Ministry of Education in Taiwan established six area centers for promoting the relationships among industrial and educational organizations. It encompasses respects of bio-medical services and agriculture, environmental ecology and leisure services, communication, cultural innovation and digital services, electricity, and mechanic. The centers serve as roles that provide supports to enhance the abilities in research and development.

The educational courses offered to students in the business college emphasized on developing creativity. We teach students creative thinking, foster integrate and analytic abilities and encourage students to express their ideas via designing products based on their major field knowledge. The authors will show the content of courses offered in college and how research carried on in collaborated with local industries. These include some teaching materials and method designed especially for young children with developmental delay by the research team at the department of Child Care and Education, cooperated with local child-care institute. That was a research result of a two-year project. The design of the material was based on sound theoretical assumptions and evaluation. The delivering of the materials to young children was via pre-service training on site. Different from conventional ways of teaching children with special needs, the students developed teaching materials according to their understanding to the children. That is to say that the students learn how to implement theory into practice and find their ways to solve problems.

Although we come across some problems in a culture of conformity, we struggle to undertake the innovation with a vision to help students to fully realize their creativity in a new knowledge-based environment. We sincerely hope that, through the implementation of holistic education, our next generations can develop their aptitude and various abilities, be inspired to care for others, and contribute to the world as much as they can.
